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Rodula Gaitanou

Stage Director

» Rodula Gaitanou’s smart,
vivid direction...makes a
virtue of austerity,
projecting the drama
grippingly in an abstract
setting ... An astonishing
achievement-

Sunday Times

Nominated "Director of the Year" at the 2019
International Opera Awards, Rodula Gaitanouis
known for her dynamic storytelling, detailed
characterisation, and instinctive musicality. She
is an opera stage director dedicated exclusively
to the art form.

Rodula has received a nomination for "best new
production” at the 2025 International Opera
Awards for La forza del destino, Greek National
Opera. Previously: "Best opera” for La fanciulla
del West (2024) and Lucia di Lammermoor
(2018) at the Danish CPH Awards; "Best Opera”
at the 2019 Irish Times Theatre Awards for her
production of Don Quichotte at Wexford Festival
Opera; "Best Opera” at the 2016 Irish Times
Theatre Awards for her production of Vanessa
at Wexford Festival Opera and “Best Opera” and
"Best direction of an opera” at the 2013
Australian Helpmann Awards, for her Royal
Opera production of L'isola disabitata. She was
the recipient of the 2022 Argo Award for Culture
& Arts, bestowed upon outstanding Greeks
abroad by the Foreign Service.

She made her American debut with Carmen for
the Opera Theatre of Saint Louis (2022) and
since she has directed Vanessa (2023) and The
Turn of the Screw for the Spoleto Festival (2025)
and La Bohéme for Minnesota Opera (2024). She
is making her Canadian debut this spring
directing Siegfried at Edmonton Opera (2026).

In Scandinavia she has directed: La Traviata,
Norwegian Opera (2023); Ariadne auf Naxos
(2018) and Il Barbiere di Siviglia (2021),
Géteborgsoperan; Lucia di Lammermoor (2018),
Aida (2022), and La fanciulla del west (2024),
Opera Hedeland; Nabucco, Savonlinna Opera
Festival (2024, 2026) ; La bohéme, Malmé Opera
(2024); La clemenza di Tito, Bergen National
Opera (2021). She is directing Tosca at Opera
Hedeland (2026).

In Southern Europe she has directed: Madama
Butterfly, Fondazione del Teatro Grande di
Brescia and on tour in Bergamo, Lucca, Pavia,
Como (2023); Le siege de Corinthe, Olympia
Municipal Theatre, Athens (2021); La
Cenerentola, Greek National Opera (2013) and
Teatro Verdi Trieste (2016);

Pagliacci, Teatro Nacional Sdo Carlos (2017);
Cosi Fan Tutte, Greek National Opera (2014).
She is directing Death in Venice for Fondazione
del Teatro Grande di Brescia (2026).

In Northern Europe: Rusalka, Opéra Royal
Wallonie Liége (2024); Madama Butterfly
Estonian National Opera (2024) Andrea Chénier,
Theatre St Gallen (2023), Ariadne auf Naxos,
Opera North (2023), Le Roi Arthus, Tiroler
Festspiele Erl (2022); Un Ballo in Maschera,
Oldenburgisches Staatstheater (2019);
Betrothal in a Monastery, Scottish Opera/ RCS
(2012).

Further afield, in Australia: Guillaume Tell,
Victorian Opera (2018); Roméo et Juliette State
Opera South Australia (2025) and L'isola
disabitata Hobart Baroque (2013}, and in China:
Tosca, Xi'an Concert Hall (2015);

Rodula lives in London and has a long-standing
relationship with Opera Holland Park La
Traviata (2018, 2021, 2025); Queen of Spades
(2016); Un Ballo in Maschera (2019, 2026).

Rodula was the stage director on the Royal
Opera Jette Parker Young Artists Program in
2010/11. During and following her time on the
program she regularly assisted on productions
and directed revivals for the Royal Opera in
Britain and internationally: La Traviata (2011,
2016); Aida (2011); Werther (2011, 2016);
Madama Butterfly (2011); La Rondine (2013);
Manon (2014); Don Pasquale (2011, 2015);
Guillaume Tell (2015); Cavalleria
Rusticana/Pagliacci (2015, 2017, 2019).

She has directed productions and has taught
stagecraft at the Guildhall School of Music &
Drama, British Youth Opera, and the Royal
Opera Jette Parker Young Artists Program.
Rodula trained as a violinist at the Mousikoi
Orizontes Conservatory in Athens, studied
Musicology at La Sorbonne University in Paris;
Opera Staging at Paris 8 - Saint Denis University
and joined the Laboratoire d'Etude du
Mouvement of the International Theatre School
Jacques Lecoq.
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