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Handel Susanna , Opera North  (October 2025)  
 
“That’s all matched by excellent playing from the Opera North orchestra. The young conductor  Johanna Soller is 
clearly a baroque specialist with a real gift for dramatic pacing. The two don’t  always go together. ”   
           -  The Times  
 
“Meanwhile, Johanna Soller does an excellent job in the pit, instruments scrupulously balanced,  nature imagery 
deftly conjured, and tempi judiciously chosen. The Opera North Chorus are  outstanding, singing and acting with 
enormous power and precision. ”       -  The Guardian  
 
“Conductor Johanna Soller’s judicious tempos allowed the passion and stateliness of Handel’s  music to shine 
through.”          -  The Telegraph  
 
“Johanna Soller conducted the Orchestra of Opera North with a sensitive, responsive touch that  made the music feel 
alive. Handel’s score can so easily become esoteric and ornate, but last  night it felt supple and human. It’s easy to 
take fine orchestration for granted, but when every  section feels perfectly balanced, you realise how rare it is when 
everything simply fits. ”         -  Northern Arts Review  
 
“Johanna Soller, a specialist in baroque style, conducts from one of two harpsichords and  obtains both suitably 
weighty tone and periodic contrasting lightness from the Orchestra of  Opera North, with skilfully chosen tempi. ” 
           -  The Arts Desk  
 
“The orchestra conducted by Johanna Soller was appropriately sensitive to the needs of an  essentially intimate, 
relatively understated drama with tragic and euphoric moments. ”   -  Bachtrack  
 
 
Bach St Matthew Passion, Munich Bach C hoir, Isarphilharmonie  (April 2025)  
 
“(…) unprecedented orchestral nuances, vocal colour and dynamic differentiation, and  fluid, naturally correct tempi: 
she achieves the miracle of intensification through  restraint.”    – Peter Krause , concerti  
 
 
Mendelssohn  Elijah, Munich Bach Ch oir, Basilika Ottobeuren  (July 2024 ) 
 
“Premiere in the basilica: for the first time, a woman conducts a large orchestral concert in Ottobeuren. Johanna 
Soller conducted the interpretation magnificently. Mendelsohn's oratorio "Elijah" is a musical delight in the 
Ottobeuren Basilica. Conductor Johanna Soller played a large part in this. Sing to the Lord a new song! This call 
from the psalmist was heard in Ottobeuren. Not only was Johanna Soller the first female conductor to stand at the 
podium of a major orchestral concert. The way she conducts the Munich Bach Choir and Bach Orchestra, which she 
took over in 2023, can be described as a quantum leap. Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy's Elijah sounded transparent 
and sensuous, perfectly crafted down to the last detail. A pioneering performance in every Detail. Even in 
Ottobeuren, it is rare to experience an interpretation that is so intelligently staggered, so well organised down to the 
last detail and adapted to the space. And the choral voices were of excellent quality -  a real treat. (…) Much could 
be written and praised. About the angel choirs, for example. Or about the reminiscences of Bach (fugue of the 
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overture, folk scenes). In short: this was a world -class performance. An exciting, dramatic sacred opera in the best 
sense of the word. The development of the Munich ensemble under Johanna Soller is something one would like to 
follow regularly in Ottobeuren. She is effortlessly travelling in the big shoes of her predecessors, on her own path. ” 
           -  Allgäuer Zeitung  
 
Göttinger Händel -Festspiele (2020) 
 
„(...) Johanna Soller played the harpsichord in a heart - rending way. With her movements,  it was as if she carried her 
feelings into the sounds: she brought the harpsichord to new  life. “ -  Hessische Niedersächsische Allgemeine  
 

 
Bavarian Arts Award 2020 , J ury Statement  
 
„(...) her stylistic range and her unique combination of emotion, focused energy and  intelligent probing of the score “  
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